Message from Kimberley Keats, Candidate for GSU President

Fellow graduate students,
There are a number of issues facing graduate students at Memorial University, and tackling these issues requires an organized and experienced team.  I have been working with the current GSU Executive as Acting President and Vice-President Academic since May.  I look forward to having the opportunity to represent you, the graduate students, as your elected GSU President for the 2010-2011 academic year.  To read more about my qualifications and experience, please visit my blog at kimkeats.wordpress.com.

MY GOALS as GSU PRESIDENT
Improved Communication – Administration and Students
Are graduate students being adequately represented in decision-making processes at Memorial University?  Are the concerns of graduate students being heard?  Along with the current GSU Executive, I have been working to strengthen the lines of communication between the GSU and University administration.  During the past four months, the GSU Executive has worked to build relationships with the new University President, the Interim Dean of Student Affairs and Services, and the School of Graduate Studies.  Graduate students are important stakeholders in the University, and I will work hard to ensure that we are actively involved, and accurately represented, in decision-making processes.
Quality of Life – Housing and Stipends
Is there adequate on-campus housing for graduate students at Memorial University?  No.  As GSU President, I will make it a top priority to lobby the appropriate parties for space in new residences as they are being constructed.  Are graduate students across all disciplines at Memorial University compensated in a manner that will minimize debt and maximize academic and personal productively?  I don’t think so, but I would like find out.  As GSU President, I will work with the GSU Executive to conduct a cost of living survey, which will address the issues of graduate student funding, affordable housing, and debt.  This survey will build the foundation for the current GSU campaign to work towards equity and increases in graduate student funding.
Environmental Sustainability 

Is the GSU operating in an environmentally sustainable and efficient manner?  Can we make improvements?  As the GSU President chairs Facilities Management Board, and oversees the functioning of Bitters and Feild Hall residence, I feel it is necessary to address the issue of sustainability.  In this regard, as Acting President, I have been working closely with the graduate student representative on the Advisory Committee on Sustainability.  We plan to complete a sustainability assessment of Feild Hall, implement changes that will allow the GSU to function in a more environmentally sustainable manner, and create a position within the GSU for a sustainability coordinator.
As your GSU President, I will be available to meet personally with you to discuss any issues and provide support by holding regular office hours.  I am always accessible via email, and I can usually be found at Bitters on Friday evenings.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at kkeats@mun.ca, visit me on Facebook, or check out my blog at kimkeats.wordpress.com.

Thank you,
Kim

